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VIM RECYCLING AGREES TO EPA ORDER TO COMPLY WITH 
CLEAN-AIR RULES 
 
 (Chicago – June 29, 2009) — U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5 has issued an 
administrative consent order to VIM Recycling Inc. to comply with federally enforceable state 
regulations prohibiting open burning at VIM’s construction waste recycling facility at 29861 Old 
U.S. Highway 33, Elkhart, Ind.   
 
On May 5, representatives of EPA and the Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
visited the facility and found evidence of open burning of wood waste materials at the site.  Three 
days later, EPA cited the company under the Clean Air Act alleging violations of the open burning 
regulations. 
 
EPA said the facility stores large piles of wood waste materials in a manner that makes it 
susceptible to spontaneous combustion which causes smoke and odors.  
 
VIM has until December to meet the requirements of the order and has agreed to a strict 
schedule to remove certain residual materials from the site and to reduce the height and other 
dimensions of the stockpiles.  The company must provide site surveillance seven days a week 
and develop a site emergency plan in coordination with the local fire department, EPA and IDEM 
to meet any future contingencies.  Also, VIM must immediately put soil and/or water to the extent 
necessary on all areas of any stockpiles at any site found to be burning or smoldering.   
A copy of the consent order is at: http://www.epa.gov/region5/air/vim-recycling.pdf . 
 
EPA said that people living near the VIM facility can expect to see a high degree of activity on 
and around the site in the coming months as VIM works toward complying with the order.  
 
Information about EPA Region 5’s air enforcement program is at 
http://www.epa.gov/region5/air/enforce/index.html.  Potential environmental violations may be 
reported at http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints.  
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